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Dear Families,  
 
Report cards go home with your child on November 17. I want to congratulate all our 
students for their hard work; it is wonderful to see their continued academic success 
especially during this pandemic time. Parent Teacher interviews will take place on 
November 25 and 26 from 3:30 to 6:30. Interviews will look much different this year. 
We will be hosting parent/teacher interviews by telephone this round. You will be 
contacted by the school with a telephone interview time. During the evenings of the 
interviews, your child's teacher will call you at your scheduled time to conduct the  
interview.  
 
Students from our leadership class are putting together a Remembrance Day  
celebration on a slide show that each class will be showing to their classes on Tuesday 
November 10th.  
 
I would like to formally welcome Lindsay Clarke as our School Council Chair. Lindsay 
is new to McLennan and is enthusiastic about her new role. Our November School 
Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 18th at 5:00pm in the  
common area at the school. If you wish to attend, you will need to wear a mask and 
complete a health check before entering the building. We will be doing a survey  
during the month of November to see if a better day of the week or time works for  
parents to attend school council meetings. Stay tuned for that.  
 
A huge thank you to community members who continually support our school during 
these difficult times with donations of winter clothing. 
 
God Bless, 
Lauri 
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We often hear “bully” or “bullied” labelling a wide variety of unpleasant situations. There are 
three main characteristics of bullying:  
 
1. it is on purpose,  
2. it happens over and over again, and  
3. it involves using power to hurt others.  
 
Unfortunately some children and youth may overgeneralize the concept of bullying by applying 
it to all forms of aggression, conflicts, and unpleasant behaviors. While those things are hurtful 
and require action, they don’t always rise to the level of bullying. It can be especially hard for 
children to tell if something happened on purpose or by accident. Here are two activities you 
can do with your kids to help them determine what bullying actually is: 
 
Teasing or Taunting? 
 
Playful teasing among friends is okay, but teasing that hurts is called taunting—and if it’s 
repeatedly used to hurt a targeted child, it is a form of bullying. To help children understand the 
difference between teasing and taunting, talk with them about how nicknames can sometimes 
be fun, and sometimes be used to hurt and bully someone. Present the following examples (or 
come up with your own) and have the children decide whether each nickname is playful 
teasing or hurtful taunting: 
 

● Scott runs very fast, so the kids call him “Rocket Scott.” 
● Jeremy is always last in a race, so the kids call him “Slow Poke.” 
● Steve is small and cries a lot, so the kids call him “Baby Stevie.” 
● Maria is strong, so the kids call her “Wonder Woman.” 
● Natalia is smart, so the kids call her “Smarty Pants.” 
● Madeline is the biggest kid in the class, so the kids call her “Big Bad Mad.” 

 
When discussing each nickname, ask: 
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● How can you tell whether a name is playful or hurtful? 
● What is the intent of the name-caller? (Is the name-caller trying to be nice or mean? 

What if the name-caller hurt the child’s feelings but didn’t intend to be mean?) 
● How do you think the child with the nickname feels? 

 
On Purpose? 
 
This activity helps children understand the difference between making a mistake and hurting 
someone “on purpose.” We all make mistakes—adults and children alike. We bump into 
someone by accident, for example, or leave our backpacks where someone could trip. But 
sometimes people do things that are intended to hurt others—things that are done “on 
purpose” and not by accident. Bullying is an example of an “on purpose” action because it 
involves intention: A child who bullies is intentionally trying to hurt someone. 
Present the following examples (or come up with your own) and ask children to decide if it’s a 
mistake or if it was done on purpose: 
 

● Jake steps on Ray’s toe by accident and says, “I’m sorry.” 
● Tony is mad at Robert and stomps hard on his toe. 
● Tanya doesn’t see Eddie’s tower of blocks and knocks it over. 
● Christine doesn’t like Jane, so she scribbles all over her picture. 
● Marco drops his backpack in the hallway and runs out to play. When Anne runs outside 

to join Marco, she trips over his backpack. 
 
When discussing each example, ask the children: 
 

● How can you tell whether something is done by accident or on purpose? 
● Is the person trying to be nice or mean? 
● How do you think the other person in the story feels? 

 
All of our actions have an effect on the people around us, so we all need to act with care. For 
more information, check out https://www.prevnet.ca/bullying/parents 
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